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Basic skills - Launchpad to literacy and all learning 
 

Language / pre-conditional skill strands objectives: 
Auditory Discrimination -  I follow body percussion sequences of two then three in the right order. 
Listening for Meaning & Semantic Sorting - I play ‘odd-one-out’ games and detect which object or picture from a choice of three does not share the same, simple 
semantic link. 
Verbs - I describe an activity using a specific verb. 
Phoneme Identification - I am aware when some words start with the same sound as my name. 
Visual Memory - I play 'Kim's Game' with a set of four dissimilar objects. 
Auditory Discrimination - I identify the odd-one-out in an ‘auditory bombardment’ activity with distinct initial phonemes and then, more alike. 
Listening for Meaning & Semantic Sorting - I play 'What am I?' games with visual support, selecting the target from a small choice of objects. 
Rhythm & Syllable - I count the number of claps/syllables in a one to five syllable word. 
Rhyming - I match words that rhyme in games such as 'rhyming lotto.' 
 

Key Texts / Core books (fiction and non-
fiction texts)  
We're Going on a Bear Hunt (Michael Rosen). 
The Hundred Decker Bus (Mike Smith). The Train 
Ride (June Crebbin). Pirates Love Underpants 
(Clare Freedman & Ben Cort). Room on the 
Broom (Julia Donaldson). Whatever Next (Jill 
Murphy). 
On the Way Home (Jill Murphy). Mrs Armitage on 
Wheels (Quentin Blake). 
The Old Steam Train (Usborne). Lost and Found 
(Oliver Jeffers). Non-fiction focus (air transport). 
Man on the Moon (Simon Bartram). 

 

Key Vocabulary: 
LP Basic language  
Nouns - from stories, vehicle names. 
Verbs - order,  tell, read, open, close, turn (pages/over) take turns, share, tidy, play, pretend, like, mean, think, 
remember, imagine, feel, happen, question, answer, match, sort, join, line-up, start, finish. 
Nouns - Phoneme, syllable, full stop, capital letter. 
Verbs - Blend, segment, say, consider, describe, explain, respond, reply, recall, begin, end, plan, invent, create, 
illustrate, occur, arrange, group. 

 
Topic specific  
A range of vehicles linked to land, air and sea. Transport, vehicle, travel, float, sink, river, Prudhoe, train station, 
holiday, walk, fly, map, address, road, holiday, street, place, beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, river, 
weather, soil. 
All of the above. Travel, England, country, key (map), features (map), globe, world, ocean, land water, season. 
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Understanding of the world 
Prior learning:  
Children to talk about personal experiences and how they get to school. 
Children to be able to name types of transport in relation to their travel (ie. land, air, sea). Children to know some information related to the emergency services. 
Children to be able to talk about different types of travel (particularly in relation to PE).  

 
Key Knowledge: 
I know different types of transport. I know what transport I can use on land, sea and air (classification and sorting). I can choose the most appropriate type of transport 
to travel. I know some things float and some things sink. I know there are different counties and can talk about ways to get there. I can talk about places I have been or 
seen, local and non-local. 
I know which transport is most appropriate (distance problem-solving). I know some things impact the speed of vehicles, for example, ramps/ forces. I know some 
significant historical events and people in relation to transport. I know some materials which float and some which sink. I know the world is made up of lots of 
countries and we can travel to them. I can identify land and sea on a world map. I know people in a different country may live a different lifestyle to me. 
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Development Matters & / or Launchpad objectives  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
 

● Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For 
example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-
Man in the game, and suggesting other ideas. 

● Play with one or more other children, extending and 
elaborating play ideas.  

● Express their feelings and consider the feelings of 
others. 

● Show resilience and perseverance in the face of 
challenge.  

● Identify and moderate their own feelings socially 
and emotionally. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communication and Language: 
 
● Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember 

much of what happens. 
● Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, 

such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”. 
● Can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and 

continue it for many turns. • Use talk to organise 
themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit 
there... I’ll be the driver.”  

● Use new vocabulary through the day.  
● Ask questions to find out more and to check they 

understand what has been said to them.  
● Connect one idea or action to another using a range of 

connectives. 
● Use talk to help work out problems and organise 

thinking and activities that explain how things work and 
why they might happen. 

● Engage in non-fiction books.  
● Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop 

a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 

 
 
 
 
 

Physical Development: 
 

● Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a 
game like musical statues. 

● Start taking part in some group activities which they 
make up for themselves, or in teams.  

● Are increasingly able to use and remember 
sequences and patterns of movements which are 
related to music and rhythm.  

● Match their developing physical skills to tasks and 
activities in the setting. For example, they decide 
whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, 
depending on its length and width. 

● Develop the foundations of a handwriting style 
which is fast, accurate and efficient.  

● Know and talk about the different factors that 
support their overall health and wellbeing: - regular 
physical activity/ being a safe pedestrian. 

● Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with 
developing control and grace.  

● Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, 
balance and agility needed to engage successfully 
with future physical education sessions and other 
physical disciplines including gymnastics. 
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Literacy:  
 
● Write some or all of their name.  
● Write some letters accurately 
● Engage in extended conversations about stories, 

learning new vocabulary. 
● Understand some key concepts about print:  

- print has meaning  
- the names of the different parts of a book 
- page sequencing. 

● Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.  
● Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short 

words made up of known letter-sound 
correspondences. 

● Read a few common exception words matched to the 
school’s phonic programme. 

● Form lower-case and capital letters correctly.  
● Spell words by identifying the sounds and then 

writing the sound with letter/s. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics: 
 

● Recites numbers past 5. 
● Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5 
● Know that the last number reached when counting a 

small set of objects tells you how many there are in total 
(‘cardinal principle’) 

● Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to 
count them individually (‘subitising’) 

● Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as 
numerals. 

● Make comparisons between objects relating to size, 
length, weight and capacity. 

● Count objects, actions and sounds. 
● Subitise. 
● Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal 

number value. 
● Count beyond 10. 
● Compare numbers. 
● ELG: Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up 

to 5. 
● ELG: Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern 

of the counting system. 
● Compare length, weight and capacity. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
 

● Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to 
represent something else even though they are not 
similar.   

● Begin to develop complex stories using small world 
equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses 
etc. 

● Explore different materials freely, in order to 
develop their ideas about how to use them and 
what to make.  

● Develop their own ideas and then decide which 
materials to use to express them. 

● Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as 
representing a face with a circle and including 
details. 

● Remember and sing entire songs.  
● Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person 

(‘pitch match’). 
● Return to and build on their previous learning, 

refining ideas and developing their ability to 
represent them. 

● Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and 
skills. 

● Develop storylines in their pretend play. 
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Enhancements – Additional resources, Hooks, Visits, Visitors, Displays                 Resources 
WOW Factors to hook children into learning:  
 
Moon Landing 1969: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDAunP8T5C0 
Titanic Sinking 1912: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSGeskFzE0s 
Amelia Earhart 1932: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAbrB-gsCRI 
Petrol tanker tour (being sent this video) 
Visit from local police station 
Recording own findings when carrying out a local transport survey 
Japan’s Bullet Train 2020: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3i1aTbqnCk 
The Flying Scotsman: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5piBpJfWxo 
Mindmap displayed (with a key to demonstrate updates of new learning) 
 

Internet connection 
 
Books (see above) 
 
Clipboards, writing materials 
 
Flipchart paper (mindmap) 

Short Term Focused Tasks Examples        Resources                                     
● Sorting materials which float and sink (junk modelling, boats) 
● Using a range of junk modelling materials to create various vehicles 
● Measuring the length, and comparing, of vehicles 
● Role play areas - train station/ police stations with mark making-materials such as character 

descriptions, tickets, postcards 
● Bar chart - how would you like to travel on water? 
● Pictogram – How do we travel to school? 

Recycling materials, water, water tray, mark-
making materials. 

Costumes - train station and police station. 
Cars, buses, boats and any other vehicles. 

Measuring equipment relating to length - rulers, 
tape measures, worms etc. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDAunP8T5C0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSGeskFzE0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAbrB-gsCRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y3i1aTbqnCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5piBpJfWxo

