
 

 

Reception: Autumn 1 

Do You Want to be Friends? 

 

Core Text 
 

Communication and Language 

We will be focussing on our speaking and 
listening skills massively this half term. We will 

be listening to lots of stories and asked to 
share our opinions on the story, speaking in full 
sentences. We will also be encouraged to take 

turns in speaking to build on our peer 
relationships. 

Physical Development 

We have such a brilliant outdoor space and will 
spend most of our time outside! Our climbing 

frame and other equipment will boost our 
gross motor skills. We are also going to be 

improving our fine motor skills by using lots of 
different writing resources and also accessing 
messy plat such as foam, paint and playdough. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

As we have been off school for such a long time, we 
will be working on re-building our friendships, 

building on confidence and resilience and 
reminding ourselves of our school rules. As play is 

such a huge part of our learning, we will be working 
on sharing, turn-taking and being kind to each 

other. 
 

Literacy 

We will be using Launchpad for 
Literacy to look at any pre-phonics 
skill gaps the children might have 

before teaching formal phonics. We 
will be making lots of marks by 

encouraging children to write their 
name, make labels and draw 

pictures. Our reading area will be 
very enticing and busy with us 

making up our own stories! 

Mathematics 

We will be doing lots of mental 
maths in terms of counting out 
loud. We will be using lots of 

practical objects to build on our 
maths knowledge. Our focus is 

on numbers 0-5 – matching and 
sorting but also comparing 

amounts with a focus on the 
language of more and less.  

Understanding the 
World 

We will spending lots of time 
sharing our experiences of the 

summer holidays and lockdown. 
It is important to see how our 

lives have differences and 
similarities. We will also be 

learning and autumnal changes 
and exploring these outside. 

This half term we are focusing on settling back into school routines, building on our friendships and following the rules and expectations in school. We will be working on our 
independence skills, especially in relation to self-help and self-care. We won’t begin our phonics straight away as we are going to ensure our pre-phonics skills are recapped 

from Nursery using the Launchpad for Literacy framework. We will also be practising name writing and drawing simple pictures, adding detail where we can. Our provision and 
literacy sessions will be based on Owl Babies – a wonderful story about families. In maths, we will focus on numbers 0-5 in terms of place value, addition, subtraction and 

comparing numbers. A busy yet exciting half term! 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 

We are going to be exploring our 
creative areas within school and 

learning the names of the 
resources we use. Using these 

areas freely means we will build 
our critical thinking and 

resilience. We will be focusing 
on drawing, painting and 

creating people. 


